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Dear Friends:
 
It is with a great sense of accomplishment 
appreciation and gratitude to all those who made this idea, this dream of placing a sculpture of 
Rosa Parks at the park that bears her name, a reality!
which only begins with that pivotal mo
seat.  Her legacy is also that of devoting her life to taking action in the face of great personal 
risk in order to effect change.
unfaltering pas
commitment to and passion for our youth and their well being and education. 
built into this project an educational component that allows us to collaborate wit
institutions and others in order to write a civil rights curriculum that can be used when visiting 
the sculpture site to teach our youth about civil rights, social justice and racial tolerance.
 
I‘d like to express my sincere thanks to Chairm
unwavering in his commitment to seeing this project through 
tenacious leadership, we would not be at this point.
Robert Upton who was largely responsible fo
Scott-Weekley and Patti Caudill have also been driving forces behind this project and I am 
grateful to them for their hard work as well.
Relations Commission, the Rosa 
have labo
 
In the spirit of Rosa Parks, let us recommit and rededicate ourselves to ensuring that the City 
of Grand Rapids is one 
economic justice for all.
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Debra K. Muller, Chair
Community Relations Commission
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Dear Friends of Rosa Parks:
 
I am deeply gratified 
support the vision I’ve had to place a monument of Mrs. Rosa Parks in downtown 
Grand Rapids at Rosa Parks Circle. This has been a tremendous undertaking by so 
many dedicated persons, namely the Rosa Parks
Relations Commission
donations received from community donors.
 
This marks the first time an African American has been so honored in Grand 
Rapids. Because Mrs. Parks
Montgomery, Alabama bus on December 1, 1955, she was arrested and became the 
catalyst for a year long boycott of the busses by the African American community. 
Their determination and perseverance to resist r
to themselves 
that segregation of the races on public transportation was illegal in America.
 
The Rosa Parks memorial stands as a symbol of recognition t
discrimination against any person should not be tolerated. Rosa Parks became a 
heroine because of her willingness to remain seated when she knew she would be 
arrested for disobeying the existing apartheid law of the south 
conside
 
On June 30, 2009, the Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee launched its “Stand Up 
For Rosa Parks”  campaign, and we have proudly had those words inscribed on the 
base of the statue to salute the courageous action ta
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Armand Robinson, Chair
Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee
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Play:  “The Ordinary Extraordinary Rosa Parks”  
by Irving  Independent School District Students 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“Children are my passion and I believe that everyone can make a difference in their lives.  Our young 
people are curious, eager to learn, and need the guidance of mentors who care about their development.  
After all, they are our future and we must someday depend on their leadership.  We hope to encourage 
an environment of dignity, responsibility, and a commitment to treat others as we wish to be treated.”  

Rosa Parks, 1987 
Commemorating the establishment of the  

Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 
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“ Stand UP for  Rosa Parks”  
 
Rosa Parks now has a home in Grand Rapids, Michigan at the gateway to Rosa Parks Circle. After years 
of planning and thoughtful deliberation, after a national search for an artist who could bring this vision 
to life, and through the tremendous generosity of the Grand Rapids community, a sculpture depicting the 
image of Rosa Parks now stands as a proud tribute to this civil rights icon. Its placement has transformed 
the city’s landscape with her likeness as a reminder of her life’s work and a commemoration to those 
who fought for the equality and civil rights of others. With the dedication of this sculpture, the 
community has answered the call to “ Stand Up for  Rosa Parks.”  She stands today next to a seat of 
honor at the park that bears her name.  
 
Placement of this sculpture completes a journey that began nearly a decade ago following the renaming 
and dedication of Rosa Parks Circle. The sculpture’s addition to the park is the latest of many changes 
that have taken place on this site. For more than 150 years the space the park occupies has been a vital 
part of Grand Rapids and has been associated as being the heart of the city – first as Grab Corners, later 
as Campau Square and now as Rosa Parks Circle. The 3.5-acre park is situated on a triangular piece of 
land and includes three sculpture elements with a skating rink as the central focus and two buildings. 
The park was designed by artist and architect Maya Lin, who is renowned for designing the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Her work entitled “Ecliptic”  was inspired by the Grand River 
and her vision for the park was for it to serve as a “green respite in the heart of the city.”  City 
Commissioners named the park Rosa Parks Circle and it was dedicated in September 2001.  
 
While Rosa Parks Circle bore the name of the civil rights hero, the artistic design of the park did not 
specifically commemorate her life or bear her likeness. There was only an etched plaque that provided 
limited historical and biographical information about Rosa Parks. The national relevance of this woman 
and the prominence of her name at the park gave rise to the proposal to erect a sculpture that honors 
Rosa Parks in more than name.  
 
In January 2007, the City of Grand Rapids Community Relations Commission (CRC) authorized 
immediate past CRC Chair Armand Robinson to head the Rosa Parks Sculpture Project.  The purpose of 
the Rosa Parks Sculpture Project was to commission a qualified sculptor to design a new public art piece 
honoring Rosa Parks for installation around the perimeter of Rosa Parks Circle by September 30, 2010. 
It was determined by the City of Grand Rapids Community Relations Commission (CRC) that the 
design of the piece should be feasible in cost, time frame, and physical placement as well as appropriate 
in artistic design, aesthetic and relevance to the community. Subsequent discussions made it possible to 
proceed with this project including gaining approval from artist Maya Lin to place the finished work in 
close proximity to Rosa Parks Circle.  In January 2008, the Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee was 
established to carry out the many tasks associated with the project. 
 
In April 2009, the project gained momentum when the first phase of the fundraising campaign was 
completed. After several generous contributions, $150,000 was secured to fund the Sculpture Design & 
Creation process. By the end of the year the Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee had effectively reached its 
$350,000 fundraising goal and turned its attention to the daunting task of finding the artist who would 
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complete the project. In August 2009, that task was accomplished when internationally renowned 
sculptor Ed Dwight of Denver, Colorado was selected as the artist for this project.  
 
The installation of Dwight’s bold and inspiring interpretation of Rosa Parks introduces a major new 
artistic work that adds to the growing image of Grand Rapids as a national destination for the viewing 
and appreciation of public art. The dedication of the Rosa Parks Sculpture on September 30, 2010, has at 
long last brought into being a fitting tribute to the “Mother of the Civil Rights Movement”  that can be 
enjoyed by all who visit Rosa Parks Circle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Memories of our lives, of our works and our deeds will continue in others.”  
Rosa Parks 



 
ROSA PARKS BIOGRAPHY 

“ I  WOULD LIKE TO BE REMEMBERED AS A PERSON WHO WANTED TO 
BE FREE SO OTHER PEOPLE WOULD ALSO BE FREE.”  
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Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was an ordinary woman that went on to live an 
extraordinary life.  Internationally renowned as the Mother of the Modern Civil 
Rights Movement and a human rights activist who refused to give up her seat on a 
segregated bus, Mrs. Parks showed us all how to live, regardless of circumstances, 
in quiet human dignity with kindness and devotion to others in need.  She wanted to 
be remembered most for her love of children everywhere and her work to educate 
them. 
 
James and Leona Edwards McCauley became the proud parents of their first child, 
Rosa Louise McCauley, on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama.  Her 
compassion was evident early on when the teenage Rosa set aside her dreams of 
becoming an educator to lovingly care for her ill grandmother and then later, her 
mother. 
 

Her parents instilled in young Rosa the importance of faith.  The church was an important spiritual and social 
influence in her life.  She formally joined the African Methodist Episcopal Church as a young girl in Pine Level, 
Alabama, where she experienced circuit churches.  After moving to Montgomery, Alabama, at age eleven, she 
attended Mrs. White’s School for Girls.  Rosa later chose St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal as her home 
church in Montgomery. 
 
Taking her first step toward her destiny, Rosa married Raymond Parks, a barber by trade, in December, 1932.  In 
1931, Raymond Parks, a social activist, led the legal defense fund to free the Scottsboro Boys – nine black men 
who were falsely accused of raping a white Alabama woman.  Mrs. Parks was inspired by her husband, whom she 
affectionately called “Parks.”  
 
Rosa Parks joined the Montgomery NAACP in 1943 at the request of her childhood friend, Johnnie Rebecca Carr.  
Raymond Parks, already a member in good standing with the local NAACP, took a no-nonsense approach to civil 
rights and believed in economic empowerment for blacks.  Mrs. Parks diligently worked at all levels of the 
organization.  At the local level, she struggled against literacy tests and poll taxes and fought for voter 
registration.  On both the local and state levels, she became the firsthand resource for President E. D. Nixon.  In 
1946, she exercised her right to vote for the first time.  This was after her third try at taking the literacy test, which 
had been incorrectly scored earlier due to racial discrimination. 
 
While championing the causes of black women who were raped and young black men falsely accused of rape, 
Mrs. Parks always made time for young people and often read to children in her community.  In 1949, she became 
the Montgomery NAACP youth group advisor, which under her leadership, blossomed into the Youth Council by 
1953.  Children gravitated to her, and she loved interacting with them, yet the Youth Council was far from a 
social circle.  Angered that black children were nearly without access to library books, Mrs. Parks led them on a 
mighty, yet unsuccessful, protest to integrate Montgomery’s public library.  In her protest against the library and 
other segregated facilities, she always encouraged polite behavior and neat appearance, a testament to her quiet 
strength. 
 
On December 1, 1955, Mrs. Parks was ordered to surrender her seat to a white male buss passenger.  She refused.  
During and after the ensuing 381-day Montgomery Bus Boycott, Mr. and Mrs. Parks were under persistent threats 
of violence and they both lost their jobs. 
 
Mrs. Parks’  only sibling, Sylvester McCauley, convinced the family (Rosa, Raymond, and her mother, Leona 
Edwards McCauley) to move from Montgomery to Detroit, Michigan.  Unfortunately, a different kind of racial 
and economic hardship awaited them up north.  Work was difficult to obtain, and Mrs. Parks was forced to leave 
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her husband and mother in Detroit while she accepted a position at Hampton University in Virginia as 
hostess/manager of the college’s campus guesthouse.  The separation proved too much for this family person at 
heart, and in 1959, she returned to Detroit.  She transferred her membership within the African Methodist 
Episcopal church and later become a deaconess at St. Matthews AME Church of Detroit. 
 
Even as she continued her leadership work within the movement – attending the 1963 march on Washington and 
the 1965 march from Selma to Montgomery – her dedication to its ideals far outweighed her daily living 
concerns.  Crisscrossing the country with multiple guest appearances with only her expenses paid, Mrs. Parks was 
devoted to her passionate message of justice and equality.  She faced irregular employment and would have faded 
into anonymity had it not been for social and labor activist friends of the family, Louise Tappes, Sheldon Tappes, 
and O’Neil Swanson. 
 
Mrs. Parks worked as a seamstress at the Stockton Sewing Company in Detroit, Michigan, earning 75 cents per 
piece completed.  It was at the Stockton Company that she met Elaine Eason, a sixteen-year-old that would 
become her lifelong friend.  Mrs. Parks’  life finally changed in 1965 when Representative John Conyers asked her 
to help on his first campaign for Congress.  She introduced him to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who endorsed his 
campaign.  After John Conyers won the election, she was hired as a congressional staff member.  She remained a 
dedicated, efficient and compassionate member of his staff for the next 23 years. 
 
In 1977, Mrs. Parks lost both her dear brother and her beloved husband to cancer.  Two years later, her mother 
succumbed to cancer.  During this bleak period in her life, Mrs. Parks kept her unyielding faith and continued to 
work to improve the lives of others, especially young people.  Ten years after the death of her husband, Mrs. 
Parks formalized her vision for youth development through the founding of the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development with her friend Elaine Eason Steele.  Establishing the non-profit Institute uniquely served 
her purpose by honoring her husband’s memory and answering her own calling to serve children.  She retired 
from Congressman Conyers’  office in 1988 and committed herself full-time to the Institute where her 
involvement with young people was profound.  Since its inception eighteen years ago, more than 7,000 students 
have directly benefited from this activist’ s love, experience and wisdom. 
 
Mrs. Parks often said, “As long as people use tactics to oppress or restrict other people from being free, there is 
work to be done.”   Her act that challenged what was considered “normal”  became her life’s work, influencing and 
creating a better life for many Americans, both young and old.  In recognition of her life as a testament to this 
ideal, she was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.  Further Mrs. Parks was the recipient of countless honorary 
doctorates and awards including the NAACP Springarn Medal, The United States President’s Medal of Freedom 
and the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor.  Distinguished world leaders have sought out her wisdom, from 
Nelson Mandela, Disuku Ikeda to Pope John Paul II.  Throughout it all, Rosa Parks maintained a powerful 
humility, an unwavering faith in God, a passion for peace, a commitment to justice and equality and a love for all, 
especially children.   
 
On Monday, October 24, 2005, at 7:20 p.m., Mrs. Rosa McCauley Parks departed this life in quiet dignity in her 
home with her longtime friend who was like a daughter to her, Elaine Eason Steele, and one of her doctors, Dr. 
Sharon Oliver.  As the last generational survivor of her family, she leaves to cherish her memory one aunt, Golda 
Stenson, thirteen nieces and nephews, and a host of great-nieces and nephews, cousins, friends and cultivators of 
peace and justice throughout the world. 
 

Source:  Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 
Commemorative Booklet 2005 
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A man whose resume reads: former Air Force Test Pilot, America©s first 
African American Astronaut Candidate, Computer Systems Engineer, 
Aviation Consultant, restaurateur, real estate developer, and construction 
entrepreneur can best be described as a true renaissance man. Ed Dwight 
has succeeded in all these areas. However, for the last 30 years, Ed has 
focused his direction on fine art and sculpture, large scale memorial, and 
public art projects. Since his art career began in 1978, after attaining his 
MFA in Sculpture from the University of Denver, Ed Dwight has become 
one of most prolific and insightful sculptors in America. 
 
Born and raised in Kansas City, Kansas, Ed left in 1953 to join the U.S. Air 
Force. After completing pilot training, he served as a military fighter pilot 
and obtained a degree in Aeronautical Engineering from Arizona State 
University. In 1961, Dwight was chosen by President John F. Kennedy to 

enter training as an Experimental Test Pilot in preparation to become the first African American 
Astronaut candidate. Ed completed the Experimental Test Pilot course, and entered Aerospace Research 
Pilot training, successfully completing the course and performed duties as a fully qualified Aerospace 
Research Pilot. Three years after the death of President Kennedy, Ed left the military, and entered 
private life. 
 
In 1966, Ed took a position with the IBM Corporation as a Marketing Representative & Systems 
Engineer. After leaving IBM, Ed became an Aviation Consultant for a Dallas firm, as well as 
performing pilot duties with Executive Aviation. This was followed by the development of a restaurant 
chain. In 1970, Ed founded Dwight Development Associates, Inc., a real estate and land development & 
construction company, & became one of the larger real estate development entrepreneurs in Denver. 
Ed’s childhood dream was to become an artist, but was encouraged by his father to become an engineer. 
His first serious artistic endeavor, however, began with a commission to create a sculpture of Colorado’s 
first Black Lt. Governor, George Brown. With little formal art training, this opportunity was soon 
followed by a commission from the Colorado Centennial Commission: to create a series of bronzes 
entitled “Black Frontier in the American West”  which depicted the contribution of African Americans to 
the opening of the West. Few facts were known about Black pioneers, explorers, trappers, farmers, and 
soldiers. So Ed, using his new developed and unique artistic style, opened the minds of viewers to this 
unknown history of the American West. The series of 50 bronzes was on exhibit for several years 
throughout the U.S. The series gained widespread acceptance and critical acclaim. 
 
Ed©s childhood dream was to be an artist, however, his life experiences and passion for the arts, have 
really shaped him into the prolific artist he is today. His innate ability to create life and breathe soul and 
mobility into his works, provides collectors with a unique and spectacular work that involves the viewer 
in the creative process. The "negative space" concept, which was developed by Ed early in his career, 
can be seen throughout his Jazz Series. This concept has been emulated by many artists, and today is 
commonplace in the art universe. Today Ed is moving into new areas, still creating new concepts in art 
while continuing to enchant the public with his unique gift of storytelling through his hands, as a 
sculptor.  
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Ed has been inundated with public art projects throughout the country. His most active year was 2001, 
unveiling four major monuments including the first bi-national monument dedicated to the International 
Underground Railroad Movement in Detroit, MI and Windsor, Canada; the African American History 
Monument on the Capitol Grounds in Columbia, SC, and a memorial to George Washington Williams, 
the first Black legislator in the State of Ohio; installed in the State Capitol in Columbus, OH. 
 
To date, Ed has created over 100 memorials, monuments and public art installations, as well as some 
18,000 gallery level sculptures. Included is the largest Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. memorial, to date, 
installed in Denver, CO. 
 
Other major installations underway include:  

·  The John Hope Franklin Memorial in Tulsa, OK; 
·  a tribute to the destruction of the Black Town of Greenwood, OK in the 1921 Tulsa Race Riot, 

where hundreds of Blacks were killed and the entire town burned to the ground; 
·  The first sculpture of both Dr. Martin Luther King and Coretta Scott King for Allentown, PA; 
·  A monument to the great activist Denmark Vesey for the City of Charleston, SC. 

 
Ed was commissioned to create the complete life size inaugural scene of the Inauguration of President 
Barack Obama. It includes the President, the First Lady, Michelle, First Daughters, Sasha & Milia, and 
Chief Justice John Roberts administering the oath of office. The premier exhibit opened at the Colorado 
Historical Museum, and it is presently on display at the Smithsonian at Colonial Williamsburg. 
 
Ed Dwight Sculpture Studios, Inc., located in Denver, CO operates a Studio, Gallery, and Foundry in a 
25,000 sq.ft. facility. Since all the research for all the memorials is conducted in-house, the studio enjoys 
one of the larger historical based book, video, DVD collections in the country. The studio is composed 
of a Design Department; Creative Sculpture, Mold, Casting, Metal Finishing & Patina Departments. We 
also operated our own shipping department, as well as a wood fabrication area. The studio has the 
capacity to create & develop art projects using a full range of metals, plastics, other materials. The art 
gallery is open for viewing & maintains a full range of Ed’s sculptures for your perusal. The studio is 
open for visits, preferably by appointment. 
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The Community Relations Commission was established to eliminate prejudices and discrimination; to 
keep all citizens informed of developments in the community; to give expert advice and assistance to 
elected officials in adopting measures to keep the peace, good order and harmony among citizens; to 
avoid intergroup tensions, promote good will and ensure equality of treatment and opportunities to all 
regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, marital status, handicap or gender 
orientation. 
 

City of Grand Rapids Community Relations Commission 2010 
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Honorary Chairs 
Honorable George K. Heartwell, Mayor City of Grand Rapids 

Honorable Dennis Archer, Former Mayor City of Detroit 
Honorable John H. Logie, Former Mayor City of Grand Rapids 

Hon. Lyman Parks (deceased), Former Mayor City of Grand Rapids 
 

Committee 
 

Armand Robinson, Chair 
Birthale Archie 
George Bayard 
Marge Byington 

Honorable Robert Dean 
Mitch Dennison 

Stephen R. Drew, esq. 
Robert Ellis 

Betty Burton Groce 
Honorable Bill Hardiman 

Susan Heartwell 
Ellen James 

Dr. Ora Jones 
Honorable Benjamin H. Logan 

Rodney Martin, esq. 
Eugenia Marve 
Victor Vasquez 

Mary Alice Williams 
 

Fundraising Leadership Team 
 

Marge Byington 
Doyle Hayes 

Dr. Khan Nedd 
Dr. Juan Olivarez 
Dale Robertson 

Dr. Jackie Taylor 
 

Fr iends of Rosa Parks Co-Chairs 
 

Dr. Ora Jones, Chair 
DeeAnn Sherwood Bosworth 

Marge Byington 
Laurie Gardner 

Karen Henry Stokes 
Lupe Ramos-Montigny 

Minnie Morey  



 
 
 

ROSA PARKS SCULPTURE COMMITTEE 
 


 �

Artist Selection Committee 
 

Benjamin Logan, Co-Chair 
Eugenia Marve, Co-Chair 

Birthale Archie 
George Bayard 

Robert Ellis 
 

Past and Present Staff to the Sculpture Committee 
 

Ingrid Scott-Weekley, Managing Director Administrative Services 
Patti Caudill, Diversity & Inclusion Manager 
Robert Upton, Jr., Equal Opportunity Officer 

Suzette Long, Administrative Aide 
Najiyyah Shadee, Project Coordinator 

 
Project Consultant: Michael D. Evans 



 
 
 

UNVEILING, DEDICATION, &  CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES�
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·  “ A Rose Among Thorns,”  A one-woman 

presentation created by Ella Joyce and 
directed by Dan Martin.  
When: Thursday September 23, 2010  
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Performing Arts Center, Aquinas 
College 
Sponsored by: Grand Rapids Alumnae 
Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
 

·  Community viewings of the movie “ The 
Rosa Parks Story”  starring Angela Basset, 
Dexter Scott King and Cicely Tyson.  
When:  September 27, 2010 – October 15, 
2010 
Where:  Various Community Locations 
Sponsored by:  Rosa Parks Sculpture 
Committee 
 
 
 
 

·  Paul Collins:  Internationally renowned artist 
Paul Collins will discuss his paintings of Rosa 
Parks. 
When: Wednesday September 29, 2010  
Time: Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
Where: Women’s City Club 
Sponsored by: Grand Rapids Study Club 
 
 
 

·  Donor  Reception (invitation only) 
When: Wednesday September 29, 2010  
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Where: University Club 
Sponsored by: City of Grand Rapids 
Community Relations Commission & Rosa 
Parks Sculpture Committee. 
 

Stand UP for  Rosa Parks Gospel Breakfast: 
When:  Saturday, September 25, 2010 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Where:  Lighthouse Full Life Center Church 
Sponsored by:  United Negro College Fund 
 
 
 
 
 

·  K ids Read Rosa Parks: The Grand Rapids 
City Commission and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., Theta Chi Omega Chapter will 
read the book, Rosa Parks by Michelle Levine 
to GRPS students throughout the city. 
When: Monday September 27, 2010 – October 
15, 2010 
Where:  Various GRPS locations 
Sponsored by:  the Grand Rapids City 
Commission & Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., Theta Chi Omega Chapter 
 

·  The Mighty Times-The Legacy of Rosa 
Parks (movie and panel discussion) 
When: Monday September 27, 2010  
Time: 9:30 a.m. – Movie 
10:45am –Panel Discussion “Voices from the 
West MI Civil Rights Movement”  
Where: GRCC Applied Technology Center 
Sponsored by: Bob & Alecia Woodrick 
Diversity Learning Center 
 

·  Rosa Parks Sculpture Dedication, 
Unveiling and Celebration 
When: Thursday September 30, 2010  
Time: Noon 
Where: Rosa Parks Circle 
Sponsored by: City of Grand Rapids 
Community Relations Commission and Rosa 
Parks Sculpture Committee. 
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Mistress of Ceremonies Jennifer Moss 
 

Musician Danny Richardson 
 

Color Guard Junior ROTC 
 Union High School 
 

Musical Selections & Grand Rapids Public Schools Chorale 
“The Star Spangled Banner”  
 

“Negro National Anthem” Imani 
 

Opening Prayer Rev. Gloria Clark, Senior Pastor 
 Saint Matthew AME Church, Detroit, Michigan 
 

Welcome The Honorable George K. Heartwell, Mayor 
 City of Grand Rapids 
 

Greetings Ellen M. James, Vice Chair 
 On Behalf of Chair, Debra Muller 
 Community Relations Commission 
 

 Armand Robinson, Chair, 
 Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee 
 

Dance Selection Pacific Island Dancers 
 Philippine Folk Dance 
 

Special Remarks Elaine Eason Steele, Co-Founder 
 Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 
 

 Hazel Lewis, President 
 Greater Grand Rapids Branch NAACP 
 

 Schylbea J. Hopkins, 26th Great Lakes Regional Director 
 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  
  

Musical Selection Grand Rapids Women’s Chorus 
“Rosa Sat”  
 

Announcement of Essay Contest Betty Burton Groce, Chair 
 Education Committee 
 

Spoken Word Sara Hill 
 Azizi Jasper  
  
Introduction of Artist Jennifer Moss 
 

Artist Comments Ed Dwight 
 

Dance Selection Grupo Tarasco, 
 the Dance Company of the Cook Arts Center 
 

Closing Comments Jennifer Moss 
 

Benediction David Baak, Interim Pastor 
 United Church of Wayland  
 Immediate Past Executive Director GRACE 



 
ROSA PARKS SCULPTURE  

 
MARCH TO THE SCULPTURE SITE 
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Led by the Union High School Junior ROTC Color Guard. 

 
The audience is asked to remain seated until dismissed by ushers. 

 
 
 

Ushers provided by Grand Valley State University GEAR UP/College Day Program 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSA PARKS SCULPTURE 
 

UNVEILING 
 

Mistress of Ceremonies Jennifer Moss 
 
Musician Danny Richardson 
 
Dedication Prayer Rev. David R. Jarrett, Senior Pastor 
 First Community AME Church 
 Grand Rapids 
 
Musical Selection  Carolyn Pinder 
“At Last”  
 
Unveiling Mayor George K. Heartwell 
 Armand Robinson 
 Ed Dwight 
 Ellen M. James 
 Elaine Eason Steele 
 Schylbea J. Hopkins 
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Major  Donors 
$100,000 and up 
City of Grand Rapids Downtown 
Development Authority 

 
Benefactors 
$10,000 - $99,999 
Bank of America 
DTE Energy Foundation 
Employees of the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel 
Fifth Third Bank 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation 
Kate & Richard Wolters Foundation 
Progressive AE 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

 
Contr ibutors 
$1,000 - $9,999 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,  
     Theta Chi Omega Chapter 
Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc. 
Western Michigan Chapter 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
Douglas & Rae Bower 
Bobbie S. Butler - Natalie B. Rogers 
Calvin College 
John & Marie Canepa 
Clif & Cindy Charles 
City of Grand Rapids  
     Community Relations Commission 
City of Grand Rapids  
     Equal Opportunity Department 
Clark Hill, PLC 
Concerned Citizens Council 
Consumers Energy Foundation 
Huey G. & Mary Copeland 
Cornerstone United Methodist Church 
Cornerstone University 
Daniel & Pamella DeVos Foundation 
Dominican Sisters-Grand Rapids 
Stephen & Clarice Drew 
Dr. Steven & Karen Ender 
Farmers & Foremost Insurance  
     Group of Companies 
First Community A.M.E. Church 
Fountain Street Church 
Ms. Virginia Gearhart 
Gordon Food Service 
Grand Rapids Alumnae Chapter,  
     Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Grand Rapids Community College 
Grand Rapids First Assembly of God 
Grand Rapids Urban League, Inc. 
Grand Valley State University 
Greater Grand Rapids Branch NAACP 
Heart of West Michigan United Way 
Herman Miller, Inc. 

Contr ibutors (Cont.) 
$1,000 - $9,999 
J.C. Huizenga 
Humana  
Huntington 
Robert Hurd & Diane McMillan 
G. Ira James - Ellen M. James 
Mike & Sue Jandernoa 
Drs. Courtney & Ora M. Jones 
Bill &  Donna Joseph 
Kuyper College 
Julious & Angelique Lary 
Lighthouse Full Life Center Church 
Hon. Benjamin H. & Dr. Denice M. Logan 
Thomas H. & Anne Gerth Logan 
Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church 
Rodney & Mimi Martin 
Meijer, Inc. 
Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
Messiah Missionary Baptist Church 
Metro Health 
Miller Canfield 
New Hope Baptist Church 
Juan & Mary Olivarez 
Patrick A. Miles Family 
Dr. William Pickard 
Pinnacle Construction Group 
Plymouth Congregational  
     United Church of Christ 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Potter 
Pride Builders Group, LLC 
In Memory of Yergan Pulliam 
Gerald & Carole Redwine 
Renaissance Church of God in Christ 
Roy S. & Maureen Roberts 
Armand & Adrian Joan Robinson 
Rockford Construction Company, Inc. 
Saint Mary©s Health Care 
Gordon D. Schultze 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe & Clara Shelton 
Dr. Eugene & Yvonne Sims 
Percell & Harriet Sheffey-Singleton 
Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge 
Spartan Stores, Inc. 
Spectrum Health 
St. Philip©s Episcopal Church 
Greg & Audrey Sundstrom 
TDS Metrocom, Inc. 
Temple Emanuel 
The Grand Rapids Times 
The Legacy Ball Committee 
The Paulateer Family 
Mr. Jared Toldo 
Mr. Marco J. Trimble 
True Light Baptist Church 
United Bank of Michigan 
Robert & Sandra Upton 
Jon, Monica, Erica & Oliver VandenBerg 
Varnum LLP 
Wal-Mart Corporation 

Contr ibutors (Cont.) 
$1,000 - $9,999 
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
Dale A. & Ingrid Scott Weekley 
Westminster Presbyterian Church  
West Side Beer Distributing 
Dr. H. James & Carole Williams 
Mike & Mary Alice Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Woodrick 
 
Fr iends 
$1 - $999 
Tom and Theresa Almonte  
Brooke and Jailen Alston  
Valerie Ambrose  
Gail Anderson  
Margo Anderson  
Rosemary Anderson  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Anonymous  
Birthale Archie  
Jeanne Arnold  
Paul and Marty Arnold  
Mr. Charles Ash, Jr. & Ms. Tara Powers  
Adam Bakker  
Omar Bakri  
Janice Balyeat-Hansen  
Joe Banks  
Mary Bayer  
Connie Bellows & Darlene Zwart  
Robert C. Bennett & Ms. Sandra J. 
Lauritzen  
     Bennett  
Charlotte Booker  
Michael and Rhae-Ann Booker  
Marshall &  Yvette Booker, Jr.  
Bredon and Sheree Bos  
Ben & Bette Boulding  
Andrew W. Bowne  
Walter Brame  
Karen Brewington  
Wayman & Dinah Britt  
A. Gail Brown  
Robert and Joy Brown  
George Bruins  
Steeve O. Buckridge  
Charles and Mary Jo Burpee  
Lyttron P. Burris  
Walter and Gwen. Burt  
Dorothy Jo Butler  
John Butler  
Richard Calkins  
Lawrence Cannon  
Richard D. Cannon  
Valerie Cannon  
William H. Cannon, Jr.  
Veneese V. Chandler  
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Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
William Charland  
Richard and Deborah Clanton  
Caroline Clark  
Susan M. Cleland & Ms. Jane M. Gietzen  
Brian & Agnes Cloyd Norman Cones  
Bryant & Valencia Cooper  
Rhondo Cooper  
Robert & Ann Cooper  
David Cope  
Jay and Kathy Cragwell  
James Croom  
William a. Curtis  
Gordon Czarnecki  
Joseph & Shirley Daniels  
Edgar and Rena Davis  
Ellen Davis  
Gene Davis  
Laverne Davis  
Leroy and Carol Davis  
Jack & Betsy DeKorne  
C.R. & D.J. Delabbio  
Eric DeLong  
Hugh Dickinson  
Elizabeth G. Dole  
Larry and Ruth Donston  
Jean Doss  
Pam Doty-Nation  
Judie Dowell  
Paul Doyle  
Beverly Drake  
Stephen & Gwendolyn Drew  
Jim H. Earley  
John L. English  
Mary Evans  
John and Jay Eveland  
James Farris  
Dwight & W. Francesca Ferguson  
William & Laurie Foster  
Melvin and Cherie Fox  
Richard J. and Karen Friberg  
Oswaldo Garces  
Iracema Garcia  
Virginia L. Gearhart  
Gilda G. Gely  
Martha Gonzales-Cortez  
Jorge Gonzalez  
Linda Gordon  
Jarrad Grandy  
Beverly Franks Grant  
Phillip & Vanessa Greene  
Maurice Groce  
Mayda Gunnell  
Mike Hagerty  
Frank D. Hamilton  
Kemal Hamulic  
Terri Handlin  
Bill and Clova Hardiman  

 

Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
Earl Harper, Phd  
Ernest Harris  
Leatha Harris  
Shannon Harris  
George & Susie Heartwell 
Anthony & Joyce Henry  
Kim C. & Kathleen A. Holt  
Evan Hordyk  
Andrew B. Howell  
Sonya Hughes  
Frederic G. Hulce  
In Honor of Jessica A. Rickert, DDS  
In Memory of Frank N. Sullivan, Sr.  
Jinane Itani  
J & J Bailbonds  
Allen and Barbara Jackson  
David R. Jarrett  
Donald Johnson  
Ralph & April Johnson  
Shirley Johnson  
Godofreda C. Johnson-Brown  
Mari Beth Johnson-Jelks  
Eugene F. Jones  
Harriet S. Jones  
Michael Jones  
Richard Jones  
Rudolph and Myrtle Jones  
Bill and Donna Joseph  
Lewis Joseph  
Peter & Michelle Kaha  
Ed Kape  
John & Melissa Keenoy  
Kennedy Management Resources Inc.  
Kimberly Rockwell &  William Charland 
Knights of Columbus-Council #8291  
Ron Koehler  
Wally Kolehouse  
Kevin Konarska  
Remi Kuklewski  
Paul Kutsche  
David LaGrand  
Veronica Lake  
Linda Lassic  
Brian Lassiter  
Lucas Lenssen  
Richard Liberatore  
Charles F. & Marcia Hislop Logie  
Elias and Ruth Lumpkins  
Kirsten Lundeen  
Gerald & Elizabeth Lykins  
Frank & Jennifer Lynn  
Robert Lyons  
Kyle and MiMi Madden  
Jack Mangala  
Gary Manns  
Don Marek  
Manuel & Donna Martin  

 

Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
Eugenia Marve  
Clara May Mathews  
Mansfield Matthewson  
Lesley R. Mayer  
Willie Mayfield  
W. Paul & Dannee Mayhue  
Jerry McComb  
Elaine McCormack  
Maggi McCrystal & Carol Cook 
Barry McLemore  
Dave & Connie Medema  
West Michigan Medical Association 
Auxilary  
Scott and Betsy Melton  
Deb Metzger  
William J. Mieras  
Marc P. & Brandy Mitchell  
Lula Mae Mondy  
Karen Morris  
James & Sherry Moyer  
Mursalata Muhammad  
Liza Murrieta  
NAACP  
James Nails  
Negro Business & Professional  
     Women©s Club Inc.  
Thomas Neils  
Ron & Etoy Nelson  
Janice Noel  
Circle of Crones  
Samuel K. & L©Tanya Ojo  
David E. Paasche  
Painting by Jeff  
Lisa Palczewski  
Scott and Lisa Palczewski  
Lauri S. Parks  
Robert Partridge  
Tasha Paul  
Lupe Ramos-Montigny  
Marsha Rapp  
Cleavon Redwine  
Region 9 MEA - Retired  
Richard Reid  
Richard & Betty Reid  
Jose Reyna  
Jennice Richardson  
Jewellynne Richardson  
Faye Richardson-Green  
Dale & Sonja Robertson  
Jacob and Delores Robinson  
Freeman Rodgers  
M. Ande Roeser  
Richard & Karleen Root  
Carolyn Rotimi  
Jacqueline Rowe  
John H. Russau, Sr.  
Carlos and Terry Sanchez  
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Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
Kimberly Schaefer  
Noah and Constance Seifullah  
Margaret Sellers-Walker  
David Selmon  
Henrene Sheffey  
Tricia Siegel  
Donald Singleton  
Leah and Percell Singleton  
Anika Smith  
Donald Smith  
John C. Smith  
Red Hat Society  
Sophisticated Gentleman  
Ed Sosa  
Brian Sparks  
Edward and Leona Spencer  
Bobby & Cynthia Springer  
Ernest K. St. Johns  
Robert & Denise Stevenson  
Joseph M. Stewart  
MaLinda P. Sapp 
 

 

Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
Barbara Saunier  
James & Charsie Sawyer  
Willie Suber  
Coni Sullivan  
Howard Sytsma  
Eddie Tadlock  
Miriam H. Thompson  
David Tower  
Carol Townsend  
Melita Travis-Johnson  
Tribal Leadership Institute LLC  
Leroy Tucker & Barbara Bush  
Veta Tucker  
Jessica Ann Tyson  
Mary Vacarro  
Chris & Jill VanAtwerp  
W. Christian Vandenberg &  
   Ms. Elizabeth Neubig  
William E. Vanvugt  
Victor Vasquez  
 Vi-Chem Corporation  

 

Fr iends (Cont.) 
$1 - $999 
Doug and Nancy Wagner  
Sandra Ward  
Marcia Warner  
Stephen and Karin Waterbury  
Darryl Weekley  
Randall Wegener  
Skot & Barbara Welch  
Penni Weninger  
Wendy J. Wenner 

Helen & Ms. Rachel M. Westra  
Allen & Judy Whipps  
Alvin Whitfield  
Cedric Williams  
Eric Williams  
Donald Williams, Sr. 
Alice Wittenbach  
Claire K. Wolterstorff  
Ronald Wondolowski  
Julie Wyngarden  
Christine A. Yared  
Michael Zoerhoff  
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The Rosa Parks Sculpture Committee, the Community Relations Commission and staff of the Diversity 
and Inclusion Office wish to give special thanks to the following individuals without whom this project 
could not have been realized: 
 

Tom Almonte 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Theta Chi Omega Chapter 

Dr. Jeanne J. Arnold, V.P. for Inclusion and Equity, Grand Valley State University 
Andy Bolt, Patten Monument 

Dorothy Jo Butler 
Paul Collins 

City of Grand Rapids Arts Advisory Committee 
City of Grand Rapids Technical Design Committee 

Mitch Dennison, Past Board Member, Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 
Downtown Development Authority 

Terrell Daniels, Pride Builders 
Sheila Ewing 

Fair Housing Center of Western Michigan 
Grand Rapids Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Grand Rapids Art Museum 
Grand Rapids City Commission 

Dr. Bernard Taylor and the Grand Rapids Public Schools 
Grand Rapids Study Club 

Dr. Patricia Pulliam Publisher/Editor-in-Chief, The Grand Rapids Times 
Dr. Walter Brame CEO, Grand Rapids Urban League 

Grand Valley State University GEAR UP/College Day Program 
Ralph Johnson 
Jennifer Moss 

Michael Moore, Graphic Designer City of Grand Rapids 
Norm Noordeloos, Rockford Construction 

Mark Raffler, Kent Intermediate School District 
Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 

Anita Peeks, Executive Director, Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 
Carole Redwine 

Cheryl Scales, Progressive AE 
Elaine Eason Steele, Co-Founder, Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development 

Gregory Sundstrom, City Manager 
Alexander Thomas Jr. 

Joe Tomaselli, Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 
United Negro College Fund and Lighthouse Full Life Center Church 

Christina Arnold, Bob & Alecia Woodrick Diversity Learning Center, Grand Rapids Community 
College 
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NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Lift Every Voice and Sing 

by James Weldon Johnson 
 

Lift every voice and sing, 
©Til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on ©til victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast©ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
©Til now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 

Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 
True to our native land. 
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